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A Study on Seed Production of Short-Necked Clam, Ruditapes
philippinarum, in the Innermost Area of Ariake Sound

Hitoshi Onkuma, Tadanori YamacucHi,
Itsuro Kawanara*, and Shiro Ito

We carried out seed production test of the short-necked clam, Ruditapes philippinarum, using a

limited amount of seawater with a salinity of approximately 26 psu. Prior to use, the seawater was

aged for 30 days and floating mud was removed by precipitation. Planktonic larvae reached a shell

length of 2504m on the 20~30th day post-fertilization and then metamorphosed to plantigrade. We

placed ceramic grains as substratum on the bottom of the rearing container. Rearing condition was

not a flow-through type but the rearing water was completely replaced twice a week. Even though

ceramic grains were not cleaned during the rearing period, no mortality nor deterioration in the

environmental condition was observed. We produced approximately 150,000 juveniles with an average

shell length of 2mm in about two months after metamorphosis.
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