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Mortality of Pen-Shells, Afrina pectinata in Northeast Part Fishery of
Ariake Sound in Summer, 2000 and 2001- 1.
Occurrence of Mortality

Itsuro Kawauara and Shiro Ito

We investigated an unusual mortality of pen-shells observed in fishing grounds in the northeastern

part Ariake Sound during the summer of 2000 and 2001. This phenomenon, distinctive because of the

empty shells that remain sticking out of the sea floor, is known as “Tachigare”. Mortalities were first

confirmed in June 10 and July 1 in 2000 and 2001, respectively. Mortalities were observed prior to the

spawning season. Water temperatures during those periods were 23°C and 21°C in 2000 and 2001,

respectively. Moreover, no red tide was observed near the sea area during that period. Mortality was

observed on almost all major fishing grounds during both years and no harvest was reported resulting

in a devastating impact on the pen-shell fishing industry of the area. This large-scale “Tachigare” was

the first ever reported in Saga Prefecture.
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