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Laboratory observations of Feeding of Some Predators to the Juvenile
Sea Cucumber, Apostichopus japonicus

Keiji YAMAURA * ' and Kunihiko MASAKI *?

In order to establish the efficient methods to stock sea cucumber Apostichopus japonicus, predatory activities

against the juvenile sea cucumber were observed in the laboratory environment. In the present study, sea

cucumber juveniles were eaten or attacked by pest organisms, starfish Patiria pectinifera, shore swimming crab

Charybdis japonica, thread-sail filefish Stephanolepis cirrhifer and largescale blackfish Girella punctate. Round

stones at the bottom of the tank prevented P. pectinifera and C. japonica from eating the juveniles but did not

prevent S. cirrhifer and G. punctate.

These results were obtained from the artificial conditions where the juvenile were easy to be preyed on, and

then we should investigate the predatory activities against the sea cucumber in the natural environment.
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